The subject of 'diagnostic errors' was discussed at an ophthalmic meeting in Marburg in 1976, and the encouraging response to the content and presentation of the subject stimulated the publication of this interesting volume. The book is a natural epilogue to any comprehensive ophthalmic review because it contains examples of the common and less common mistakes in ophthalmic diagnosis, and as much can be learned from these as from any other demonstration.
A total of 33 short articles by different authors are presented covering a wide range of ophthalmic topics viewed from this novel angle. Some of the papers are anecdotal, but many deal with fundamental diagnostic problems, and there is much to be derived from their study. Pathological as well as clinical mistakes are discussed, and all articles are thoughtfully provided with a short English summary. This book of ophthalmic cautionary tales will make pleasant reading for a few evenings for all ophthalmologists who can learn from other people's mistakes. This is the ninth edition of Sanford Gifford's Textbook of Ophthalmology. It was first published in 1938 with the intention of providing a book that would be useful to medical students and general physicians. It is important at the outset to realise that the book is not intended for specialist ophthalmologists but rather as a reference book on diseases of the eye in its relationship to general disease.
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